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MintoBlue brings green homes to Cooper (ity

BT AR TRANIALANCIA

Minto Communibies is betting that con-
aEners are ready to cmbroe entirely green
homes. The Cansda-based homebuilder is
ralling out the fird commaenity in South Flor-
ika thai will mesl certification standands of
five different groen bulliling programs.

Enown as the MintoBlue program, Min-
tos courtyard homes st Cascada will be
built to meet standards set by Energy Star,
FIPL BulldSmart, the Florida Green Build-
ing Coalithon, the Natbional Associatbon of
Homebuilders” Mational Green Building
Program and the LS. Green Building Coun-
cil’s Leadership in Energy and Environmen-
Lal Design program.

“Minlo Communities in
Florida s proud to have
created a new standard for
CIETELY 1.'lﬂi.'i.-|.'m.':|.', healih
and sustainability im its
new homes, IE is our hope
that MintoBlee will lead
the home building indus-
try by providing our cus-
tomers with onmatched
achievements in design,
quality and livability” Executive VP Jim
Traxinger said. “Our studies already show
how imiportant the savings will be to Minto
customers who have these features in their
homes”

Just as important, Minko cxeculives sy, is
that the Cooper City courtyard homes will be
competitively prioed.

“We've been looking for where we could
make the dream become o reality, and the
first place it coald become o reality wis Cas-
cadic sadd Ghen Trotta, VI of marketing

Parent company Minto Group has been o
leneler im the manement, hoving buili
Canadas first LEED-certified multifamily de-
velopments and platinum  LEED-certified
single-fumily production homes, acconding
Naw e t'nml'nl.n!l'n L'rI.I:I.I‘l.I:'I.IrI:H. dusln

“Thiz ks the first developer that s actively
looking to build LEED-guality residences thal
I'm aware all l:pkl:ju.rl MeCabe of Deerfiehd
beacts-baged MoCabe Research and Consdt-

ing, “The problem always has been in the past
that these energy-efficient bullding materi-
als were in limited quantitics, and they wene
pricey. That's changing

Stilll, the greatest dificulty in bringing to-
gether the MintoBlue program was "working
with suppliers” Trotla sakl

Fven finding subcontracion experiendoed
in sustainability has been o challenge, sadd
Alan Gremillion, purchasing agent for Mintos
East Coast projects,

“The biggest challenge is incorporating all
the green products we leamed about af a
price that's still affordable to the homeown-
ef, hie smid.

Priced from the bow S200.000s, Cascada will
offer 48 courtyard homes within the 500-acre
Monterra community, ranging from 1400 to
1,700 squeare feet. Models will open June 19,
It's ome of sveral omsce-adistresesd projects
theat Minto pécked up during the real estate
market’s tumble,

Minlo hoas been :Hkp[ al I'L'..HIII.'I.H the mmir
ket 1o sy low mrwd sell high.” McCabe said.

“Thisy sold maost of their assets at the height
of the market and got top-dollar prices” he
bl Also, because most of thelr sssets ane in
Canada, they were less affected by the Ameri-

can market than some of the others”

Picking up distressed projects at "T'm s
spectaculary reduced prices” will help Min-
to deliver projects al lower price points than
others, he noted,

DESIGNED WITH CERTIFICATIONS IN MIND

The Cascadn communily was designed
with the certifications in mind, including
drip irrigation, which is drawn only frem the
commanity lnkes, and overhangs in the build-
inges’ dhesiigms to help block sunlight from the
windows,

The project also will have double-paned,
Argon-insulated windows, shiders and glass
doors, & feature more commaonly found in ar-
ot concerned about heat loas, mther than
heat blocking.

“The stuff has been in the industiry for a
while, but people in South Florida haven't
capitalized on it, Gremillion sakd. “Now, we'ne
capitalizing on it”

Cigcmda i5 the hrst ol whal Minlo execii-
tives expect o be many South Florida proj-
ects built to national green building stan-
dards, |.|'|.|:|||d||1.! g of Lhie new Wiest Coast
projects coming online this summer.

Im the lagt seven monthe, Minto kot an-

nounced acquisition of four projects in the
Tampa Bay area, including the huge Perico
Island project started by the S5 Joe Co. It's
approved for 684 units in 12 comdomini
um baildings. On May 15, it opens models
at Hazeltine im Country Club East, a Lake
Wood Ranch project, and models already
are standing al Grand Hampton in Tam-
pa. It also picked ap 40 parcels in the Fish-
Howk Ranch community in Lithia, east of
Tampa. Look for another announcement
soon, Trotla said,

“As we find properties that mest our cus-
tomer base, we'll grow on the east coxst and
the west coast - and possibly even in the Or-
lundis mrea’” he said,

MintoBhse will be o part of it “wherever and
whenever we can.

Look for other developers to be walching,
MeCabe said,

“The question will be, when o many prop-
ertbes ane selling ot below-constmuction costs,
can o builder come in with mone constmc
Ndowry oot 11:|1|.rrl|:.' i kel “Are thene
encugh energy-conschous people oul there
willing to pay a litthe more? Minto is betting
that they wre, I'm e tere's going bo be many
other builders keeping an eye on thetr sales”



