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Destination living: Family compounds becoming more popular

Peogle often mwvie o Florida
Inoking for a particular lifestvle. They
are atiracted to the subtropical climate
that allows them fo enjoy beaches
throughout the vear, five-star dining
opticas, world-class
ghopping, and
outstanding medical
[acilities,

For these reasons,
many thousandz of
peaple cross our
state line each year
to explore the real
estate H]cms:il:ri]iti::ﬁ
Two ol the most
souE hi=afer housing
options are country club communities
amd oceanfront condominiums.

Maow a third tvpe of buver is
ererEing: those krnkin,fz for apen
spaces. These want it all, including the
acdvantages proeviously stabed — plus
privacy and the option to customize
their Iving enviromment to their
specific litestvle,

Question: Whal are these new buyers
Inoking for?

Angwer: Oplions, or what 1 like (o
call “destination living.™ These buyers
are ng different from any of the others
in Florida except they have something
uniciue imnomind for themselves,

By purchasing larger land areas,
they have fewer limitations amd can
enjoy all the greal things for which
Florida is renowned. AL the same time,
these huyers can custom-design their
homees and live the life that is suited
for them,

Many are looking for a “family
compounid” — a place that their
immeediate family members, inchuding
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therr parents and children, can enpoy
today. Then the property will become
a legacy for generations b comee.

Oz What types of homes are being
bauilt on these langer parcels of land?

A We're seeing a |]::| oof clients
leoking for penerational living
possibilities, With the leading edge of
the baby booimers now i e early
filks, we're going to see a lof of this

Theugh Floruda offers many
retiremeni-community options, the
vas majority of e refiring American
puhlic would prefer to remain in their
owal hodnes,

Taking this a sfep further: Some
bonmers, as they continue o aEe, will
live with their family members. These
clients are among those purchasing
lani and hiring architects to design
a Iome that will suit their extended
families, often opting for @ main
regidence with a "grandparents’ wing.”

Some are even plinning a
geparate coltage 2o an elderly family
member(s) can live somewhat
inckependent]y,

There also is a demand for
functivning home offices that ane
segregated from the main house. As a
resull of advances in technology, a kol
of peaple work from home, an‘fﬁ hiey
want that separation between hoine
and work life.

The separate building also ook
b a puest house, This is another
emergingg trend that we're seeing in
Florida as younger generations are
refurning home for bonger periods

(Miering additional flexibility, this
geparate building alzo might serve
a5 a hobby house, a party room or a
retreal of 2oris.
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[n acldition, we are seeing greal
interest from families in which one or
more members are equestrians They
wani o have that lifestyle in their own
back varil, along with a boane offiee
and multigenerational living,

0: With the heat amd freguent
summier rainfall, is Florida really an
ibeal place for staldes?

A: Florida is a great place for
evpuesirians, By building a home
with a stable, an equestrian — and
the horses — oy far more days of
sunshine and warmth than they woukd
elsewhere, whibe still empoying all of
our state'’s other mmdnrru)]lll a(ﬁ'anlagrs.

Accustomed o Floridas weather
conlitioms, some architects and
builders have perfected the design of
these barns Proper and (somefimes)
creative planiing is necessary o
ensure atlequate ventilation, drainage,
pest control and safely precautions,

Other important elements include
the Uype of roof, the size of the doors
and windows, the height of stalls and
the materials that they are made of,
the need for an exhaust fan, and 50
forth. These arns also are baill o be
hurricane-resistant and can be just as
customized as the hame,

The bottony line: Mo matter what
your lifestyle, there are architects
and builders who can work with vou
o coneiruct that special compound
viurve alwavs dreamed aboul,

Ifich Kunik is presiden) of Allindi Archilects
P, of Boca Ralon. Alinit Archilects specializes in
sitiaha and resan residancas. Far inlormatian, isi
we allinlianchitects com, of call (581) TE-0445,

Ther ppinions mxpressed in Aoal Extale Woesdond
araihose ol the authar and do nod necessanly
rallect the apinicn of The Par Beach Foed
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Designed by Affinitl Architects and built by Cribb Construction, this barm's open
design and the construction of the stallz allovws for natural cooling, as well ag
the ability to be completely closad in poor weather. The hurricane-resistant barn
features alght stalls with individual run-out areas, a fiy-speay system, swinging
feeders and an automatic wataring system for convenlence and safety, a groom's

apartment, fesd roam and two wash stallz.

The ranch house's open floor plan includes fun features such ag a game
room, cowbaoy bar, country kitchen, five-car garage, and rustic vet elegant-
looking exposed rafters and stone fireplaces.

The 7,000-square-taot main
residenca was designed by
Atfinit Architects and built
by Cribb Construction. With
a multigenerational living
§ design and a South Carplina
Low Country charm, this
hiome features four wings that
are attached to the central/
public areas of the house.




