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Smaller residences don’t have to go without big-home features

According to the National
Asgociation of Home Builders, the
American home grew from 1400 to
2,330 square feet from 1970 to 2004,
More than just space, buyers in
cases wanted more conveniences and a
mare visually impressive home,

wanth
homes but with all
the efficiencies and

counterparts. -

Today, architects
are reworking many
of their designs to
meet the needs of
these new clients,
hoping to prove that smaller homes
can be functional as well as visually
exciting. -

Omnie positive result of this smaller
but-sfficient home trend:

Benjamin
Schreler

find the building costs and the home's
utilities are less expensive,
One problem, of course, #s that

architects must first find a way to

successfully incorporate a clients

ﬁ::lwmgmshhstimb a home with *
ted square footage.

For example, a South Florida home *
built in the 19205 is, on average, far
smaller than the homes we have grown
accustorned to in recent years, But the
home provides lots of character, and
almost every inch of space is used
effectively.

+ Homes constructed during the
buddlngboomuiﬂ:ﬂl%a provide
space-saving ideas.

Smenn?immﬂa;gu;ﬂngﬂthmm
early examples as
]d'}r > rtions to fit modern
ifeatyles. are some points to
think about, and to talk over with your
mu?ltecawhmdmigningahamrﬂke

When yvou choose a floor plan, think
about what is impoertant ts you and
how you sr&n;hmmjﬁrhmm:;i
Iwo-story is a popular option
creates a dramatic senze of arrival, but
you could also decide to use the square

_ footage as additional living space.

Many people today spend little time
in their formal living rooms, and memy
use their formal dining rooms only a
few times a vear. If you are one of these,
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A smalles-home market has emerged.
Navertheless, owners want the same efficlencies
and curbsida appeal of their larger counterparts,
such ag what Affiniti Architects created for Verano
in Port St Lucie.

an alternative might be a great roem
that affers flexible space for day-to-day
living as well as entertaining.
Because our lifestyles are
increasingly hectic, a den or a home
office has become almost a necessity.
Consider a den that doubles as a guest

Anather option to save
is m;mﬂadﬁmm
to be built into another room,
such as vour kitchen or great room.
The number of bathrooms also
increased as the homes grew. Though
it's convenient for everyone to have his
or her own bathroom, decide whether

.any of your family members can share

one, Consider your individual lifestyle
o S byl 2o
Wi b L rooms
and fewer baths is a better use of space,
When considering the master suite,
think about how much space you will
need. If you will use the sitting area,
include it; if vou won't, save the space.
Like the fover, it might come downdo
the visual statement vs. the utility of the

Space.

With the master bath, many owners
still opt to have grand spaces with
whirlpool tubs, separate showers
and separate water clogets. If space
i& a concern, however, consider a
I more luxuriows shower, and

ps just a partition to separate the'

commode from the sink area.

In secondary bedrooms, strip closets
can be a more effective use of space

Some architects are using sarly-20th-century residences as examples when they design homes of simlar
prw to fit modern lifestyles. Affiniti Architects followed that model when creating this Paragreene residence
in Boca Raton,

than walk-ins, Neither family members
mmmrﬂ!.mlﬂ:ﬂrmm
time standing in the closet. If you
install a in closet, the e you
save can become additional living area.
As you can zee, homes do not o
be: large to be functional, comfortahle
and beautiful. Another advam.age
building a smaller home is less upkeep.
Smaller homes do, however, requine
maore creative arc]nm:mmld:esm:.
Thus, when you begin searching for
an architect and a contracter, look for
individuals with exceptional communi-
cation skills (vou want them to listen
to and to understand your needs).
Also, ensure that they are mesting the
demands of the current market with
professionalism and innovation.
Bnjarmin Schreser i & parnae al Al Architicta
P, of Boca Ralon, Affinid modﬂz::?

estate and resor residences, For information,
weraffinitisrchilects.oom, o call (561) 780-0445.

Architects must seccessfully incorporate a clients wish list into a
oo ot i s ot oty rsecs e hOME with fimited square foatage. AMfnit Architects created this-
Gpinion of The Paim Besch Pest. house for a client at Paragreene in Boca Raton.
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